
 LAKE VILLA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
GENERAL MEETING 

April 3, 2006  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Trustee Rollene called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Trustees Rollene, Laudenslager, along with Administrator Pete Parker and 
Attorney Joe Miller were present. Trustee Stachera was absent.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Trustee Laudenslager made a motion to approve the minutes from 
the March 6, 2006 General meeting and March 14, 2006 Special meeting. Trustee Rollene 
seconded the motion.   

 
2 Ayes  0 Nays 1 Absent  

 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  
-Bill Bocox, a resident of Lake Villa, thanked Trustee Rollene for her years of service on the board 
and for her hard work.  

 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Administrator Pete Parker went over the Treasurer’s Report ending 
March 30, 2006. Trustee Laudenslager made the motion to accept the report as read. Trustee 
Rollene seconded the motion. 
 

2 Ayes  0 Nays 1 Absent  
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  Trustee Laudenslager made a motion to accept the bills in the amount of 
$115,524.47 for April 2006. Trustee Rollene seconded the motion. 
  

2 Ayes  0 Nays 1 Absent  
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:   Administrator Pete Parker went over his activities for the 
month of March 2006. He went over the fire prevention code that he and Lt. Kearny were working 
on and a meeting was going to be scheduled with both villages to discuss this issue. He went over 
information on a meeting that was held that involved, Trustee Stachera, himself, the architect, and 
construction manager. He stated that over the past weekend, Lt. Maatta from rescue, Lt. Kearney 
from fire, April Gaus from the district, and himself, took part of the Spring Business Expo at Lakes 
Community High School. He thanked each of them their time. He stated that the board received a 
letter regarding the newly appointed Trustee who will begin his term on May 1, 2006 along with 
an ordinance that the Lake Villa Township passed in reference to election of fire district board 
members. He went over information regarding real estate tax from the county.  
 
Trustee Laudenslager asked about the money they would be receiving. Attorney Miller gave 
clarification on the money that will be received in the next fiscal year, which will be May 1, 2006. 
Discussion continued on the tax levy, and the legislation that could affect the referendum that had 
passed last year.  
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Discussion was held on the ordinance of election of fire district trustees and the need for 
clarification. Attorney Miller stated that he has called the township’s attorney for some 
clarification on how the election of trustees will be handled and as of today, he has not heard back 
from them.  
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  Attorney Joe Miller went over the Grass Lake Road Property to be 
annexed into the Village of Lindenhurst.  
 
FIRE DEPT.’S REPORT: Chief Slazes went over the number of calls for the month of March 
2006-43 calls. He went that Lt. Kearney working on the annual inspection code. He went over a 
Pre-Prom event that will take place at Lakes Community High School on April 26, 2006 which 
will involve fire & rescue.  
 
RESCUE SQUAD’S REPORT:   Chief Halek went over the number of calls for the month of 
March 2006-134 calls. He stated to the board that they hired 4 new part timers. He also stated that 
the squad is preparing for their 50th Anniversary Dance.  
 
Trustee Laudenslager asked Chief Slazes to see if rescue would share with him the format that they 
use to prepare their monthly reports so both departments submit the same type of report. Chief 
Slazes stated he will talk to the person who does the reports.  
 
OLD BUSINESS CON’T: 
-Fire & Rescue Contract: Attorney Miller stated he had contacted Attorney Simon but as of yet had 
not heard back from him. He went over an email that he received and wanted to review some of 
the points of the email that had been sent out by LVFR. He stated that in the email that was 
received regarding the level of staffing, that this is to be a chief operational responsibility and that 
there was an agreement in regards to this. He stated that he does not believe that this had been 
agreed to and that what ever level of service is agreed upon, will need to be added to the contract. 
Discussion continued on this subject. He went over the contract terms and that it should worded 
better so that it is clear. He went over dollar amounts that have been asked for and that if the board 
agrees to the $2.7 million that there will not be enough to build the station in Lindenhurst and 
having to go for another referendum. He said that he would like to hear back from their attorney in 
regards to some of the issues.  
 
Trustee Laudenslager asked Chief Slazes if this was an ultimatum and it’s either the $2.7 or 
nothing. He went on to say that in the previous meetings, there was talk about coming to some sort 
of compromise and so if the board does not agree to this there will be no contract. Chief Slazes 
stated as they had told Marie, that this in the beginning stages and that they would look at their 
numbers. He stated that if you cut back the numbers you are cutting back the service. He went on 
to say to increase the daily capabilities, such as running an engine out of both stations they need 
the money. He went on to say that by no means do they want to break the bank and that they have 
been doing it for nothing for a long time and if the board can not afford to do it this year, that they 
understand that. This was put together for the board to see what it would cost. He said if the board 
can not afford this, that they will need to go back to the separate contracts. He went on to say that 
this was the bare minimum at $14 an hour.  
 
 
 

 2



 
 
Trustee Rollene went over some information on numbers that the she had been working with on 
costs per hour, such as $12 an hour and $15 an hour both with out benefits plus $20 with benefits. 
She went over how she came up with her figures. She wanted to know what the rest of the $2.7 is 
going for the first year. She went over what the district would pay for such as utilities, repairs on 
vehicles, money for paid on call, etc. Trustee Rollene gave Chief Slazes a spreadsheet with the 
information she was discussing. Administrator Pete Parker went over the current contract amounts 
that both departments are getting. Discussion continued on how to make this proposal work for all 
involved parties. Attorney Miller went over the legal perspective in regards to the level of service 
and what the board is getting for that money. Discussion was held on what other departments are 
paying for fulltime ff/paramedic in the area including the cost of health insurance, workman comp, 
etc. Attorney Miller stated again that he has not heard back from their attorney. Deputy Chief 
Bernau stated that their attorney was out of the office due to a personal issue. Attorney Miller gave 
his legal opinion. Chief Slazes stated that you have to understand that their frustration that it seems 
like no matter what we put together it’s never good enough. Trustee Rollene said that it seems like 
that they are trying to spend more money than what the district has coming in. and that they need 
to come to some sort of balance. Trustee Laudenslager stated he thought it would be more cost 
efficient with one organizations than with two. Chief Slazes stated the fire department does not 
have day staff like rescue does. Trustee Laudenslager stated maybe a step back and go to 5 and 5 
and that the people that are cross trained could be used and there has to be some sort of 
compromise and from a tax payer stand point it won’t work. Chief Slazes said that they have seen 
the district’s numbers and will continue to do what they do for the next year, but there needs to be 
a contract. Discussion continued on the numbers for the proposal and that maybe there needs to be 
another meeting to discuss this further. Trustee Laudenslager stated that they are not far off and if 
they could work towards the $2.4 and that Trustee Stachera needs to be a part. DC Bernau says 
that the financial were sent via emailed out twice and that there has been no response from the 
board. Trustee Rollene stated that the board as a whole speaks as one unit.  
 
Grass lake road station: Attorney Miller went over information regarding that had been sent to the 
Village of Lindenhurst regarding the annexation and he is working with their attorney on that 
information. Administrator Pete Parker went over the station to be built in Lindenhurst and the 
changes to the building to cut down on costs, he talked about hiring a construction manager to over 
see the building of station. It was discussed having another meeting for the board to discuss the 
costs, etc. of the new station.  
 
Audit Proposal 2006: Administrator Pete Parker went over a proposal that the board had been 
given by Dam, Snell, & Taverine for the next fiscal year 2006 in the amount of $6800. Discussion 
continued on the audit proposal. The proposal was not signed and was tabled until the May 1, 2006 
meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
-Real Estate Tax Distribution Authorization: Administrator Pete Parker went over the amounts that 
would be going into each account from the real estate tax distribution from the county. He went on 
to say that if the board wanted to keep the amounts the same, there is nothing for them to sign and 
if there are changes, they need to notify the county. The board did not make any changes to the 
distribution amounts.  
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-Fire Grant Proposal: Administrator Pete Parker went over information regarding a proposal grant 
for turn gear out. He stated that rescue needs at least 20 sets of gear and that fire also needs gear as 
well. The board would be applying for at least $80,000 and that the board would be responsible for 
10%. Trustee Laudenslager made a motion to authorize Administrator Pete Parker to apply for the 
grant on behalf of the fire protection district. Trustee Rollene seconded the motion.  
 

2 Ayes  0 Nays 1 Absent  
 

COMMUINTY REPORTS:   
-Village of Lindenhurst: Fred Messmer thanked that Trustee Rollene for her service and hard 
work.  
 
Mayor Jim Betustak stated that there will be a public hearing on April 10, 2006 at 1:00 at the 
Village of Lindenhurst regarding Vista Health Surgery Center to a company called, CHS for a 
possible hospital.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: Trustee Laudenslager made a motion to adjourn at 8:12 p.m. Trustee Rollene 
seconded the motion.  

2 Ayes  0 Nays 1 Absent  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
April A. Gaus  
Recording Secretary 
 
Approved by me this __________ day of _______________, 2006.  
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
    
President      Secretary 
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